
¶ Pipeline Reclamation Workshop March 5 th in 
Sidney, MT 

¶Contact Beth Redlin:  beth.redlin@ARS.USDA.GOV 

 (phone 406-433-9427) 

 

¶ WRRC 2nd Land Reclamation Symposium June 
1-8 in Laramie, WY 

¶Contact Kristin Herman:  kherman@uwyo.edu 
(phone 307-766-3576).  
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Á Complex, dynamic, living system  

Á Changes to one property category will impact 
the other two  

Biological 



Á pH  

Á CaCO3 

Á Metal toxicity based on climate and geology  

ÁSelenium for example 

Á Salinity and/or sodicity  

ÁSeep areas 

Á Fertility  

Á Organic matter (physical property also)  



Á Texture 

Á Bulk density  

Á Compaction 

Á Structure 

Á Organic Matter  

Á O2 concentration  

(waterlogged soils) 



Why is it important to salvage 
and segregate that top layer? 



¶ Provide soil fertility  

¶ Provides energy sources for soil microorganisms 

¶ Helps to kick start biogeochemical cycling  

¶ Top horizon material can be a seed source (both 
good and bad) 

A little bit goes a long way  


