
PIPELINE RESTORATION & 
RECLAMATION OVERSIGHT

PILOT PROGRAM

Doug Goehring
Agriculture Commissioner

Presenter
Presentation Notes




WHERE ARE THE PIPELINES
LOCATED?
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Fresh Water Pipeline Network: 
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Western ND Gathering Line Network: 
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ND GATHERING PIPELINES
Estimated miles pre August 2011: 12,700

Miles Submitted 2011-2015: 10,434

+ 2,500 miles per year 2016-2020

Ultimate Mileage estimate: 36,000

*reporting requirements mean data is 180 days behind.



SB 2271
Effective date of 
April 13, 2015
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SB 2236
Passed the Senate

TWO PARTS
TO PROGRAM



PILOT PROGRAM PROCESS
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Complaint

Ombudsman Pipeline CompanyLandowner/Surface 
Tenant

Reclamation 
Problem Resolution 

Title 49 January 1, 2006
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OMBUDSMAN ROLE:

• Meet with landowner/surface tenant and pipeline 
company

• Document issues

• Assist parties develop a work plan and timeline to address 
reclamation issues

• Monitor agreement of work plan 

• Report to the Agriculture Commissioner as needed 
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OMBUDSMEN WILL NOT:
• Provide legal counsel

• Provide assistance in negotiating an 
easement

• Interfere with or supersede any 
agreements between surface 
owners/tenants and pipeline companies

• Conduct any regulatory functions
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PILOT PROGRAM GOALS:
• Build trust

• Save time

• Balanced approach:  non-regulatory course 
of action to balance land use needs and 
foster stakeholder relationships
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LANDOWNER/SURFACE TENANT
CONSIDERATIONS
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LANDOWNERS/SURFACE TENANTS
COMMUNICATING CONCERNS:
• You are in the best position to identify 

concerns or problems that may occur from 
pipeline installation

• Your efforts will improve communication and 
avoid many issues before problems occur 

• Remember: pipeline problems addressed in 
the early stages have a higher degree of 
resolution 
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DOCUMENTATION:

• Document, inventory, and photograph the 
landscape before and after pipeline 
installation

• Helpful in determining your landscape 
recovery goals
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CURRENT & FUTURE LAND USE:

Farmland

Rangeland/Pasture

Hay Land

Access Points
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CURRENT & FUTURE LAND USE (2):

Livestock Grazing
Outbuildings

Sensitive Areas 
Fences/Gates/Corrals
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EASEMENT:
• Timeframe for construction
• Permanent easement width
• Construction easement width
• Type of pipeline installation:

• Trenched
• Plowed
• Backhoed
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PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION:
• Timeline

• Number & size of 
pipes  

• Pipe burial depth

• Type of pipeline:

• Oil 

• Gas

• Water

• Erosion control

• Dust control

• Construction site 
cleanup

• Landowner 
easement access 
points
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VEGETATION, SOIL, 
& TOPOGRAPHY:

• Present plant 
species

• Future plant 
species

• Noxious 
weed control

• Topsoil depth
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• Subsoil properties

• Landforms 

• Water bodies

• Slope 



RECLAMATION:
• Define goals & 

timeframes for 
successful land 
recovery 
• Vegetation 

restoration

• Weed control

• Topographic feature 
recovery

• Monitoring disturbed 
areas

• Determine duration 
& frequency of 
monitoring and 
maintenance
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POINT OF CONTACT: 
• Clearly identify the pipeline contact who 

will be working with you throughout the 
entire process

• To find pipeline company contacts:

• www.dmr.nd.gov (Dept. of Mineral 
Resources)

• www.ndoil.org (Petroleum Council) 
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http://www.dmr.nd.gov/
http://www.ndoil.org/


RECLAMATION CASES AND PROGRESS
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COMPLAINT UPDATE:
• 62 landowner requests

• Ombudsmen have been assigned to 59 
cases in 14 counties

• Top complaint issues:
• Rough ground/uneven surface
• Loss of topsoil
• Vegetation not restored properly
• Noxious weed control 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Johnsrud case; Williams County
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rick Scheid case; Mercer County; Southwest Pipeline
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Presentation Notes
Glasoe case, Continental Oil, Divide County



Landowner Tips Brochure:
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Contact for Assistance
Ken Junkert or Kent Theurer
North Dakota Department of Agriculture
1-800-242-7535
kjunkert@nd.gov or kdtheurer@nd.gov
www.nd.gov/ndda

Doug Goehring, Agriculture Commissioner
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