
RULE  SECOND 

NEEDED  

DEBATE / 

DISCUSSION  

AMENDABLE  REQUIRED 

VOTE  

DESCRIPTION  

Point of Order  No  No  No  None  
Used to address a misuse of the 

rules or a personal affront. May 

interrupt a speaker.  
Point of 

Parliamentary 

Inquiry  
No  No  No  None  

Used to gain clarification about a 

rule or procedure. May interrupt a 

speaker.  
Point of 

Information  
No  No  No  None  

Ask a question of a speaker in 

control of the floor.  

Recess  Yes  No  Yes  
Simple 

Majority  
Recess the meeting for a specified 

period of time.  

Table a Motion  Yes  Yes  Yes  
Simple 

Majority  

Postpone consideration of a 

business item until a future 

meeting.  
Previous 

Question  
Yes  Yes  No  

Two-Thirds 

Majority  
End debate on a proposal and bring 

it to an immediate vote.  

Open a Speaker’s 

List  
Yes  No  No  

Simple 

Majority  

Used to create a list for delegates 

wishing to speak. Speakers will then 

indicate to the Chair or their 

appointee if they want to be added 

to the list.  

Limits on 

Debate  
Yes  Yes  Yes  

Two-Thirds 

Majority  

Impose (or repeal) a limit on the 

length of any form of debate. Limits 

may be specified in terms of time or 

number of speeches.  

Suspension of 

the Rules  
Yes  No  No  

Two-Thirds 

Majority  

Used to allow the General Assembly 

to violate its own rules, except for 

rules specified in the Constitution. 

The object of suspension must be 

specified.  

Division of the 

Question  
Yes  Yes  No  

Simple 

Majority  

Divide a resolution or report into 

two or more clauses/sections, each 

to be voted on separately. This 

motion is used after the passage of 

Closure of Debate.  

Reconsideration 

of a Motion  
Yes  Yes  No  

Two-Thirds 

Majority  

Reconsider an item on which debate 

has ended or upon which a vote has 

taken place.  
Appeal a 

Decision of the 

Chair  
Yes  Yes  No  

Simple 

Majority  
Challenge a ruling made by the 

Chair. May interrupt a speaker.  

  
  

Final approval of any NDSA resolution requires the affirmation of at least 60% of the General Assembly.  

 


